
The new Nissan Sentra was introduced very late in the 2000 model 
year and underwent several significant changes for the 2001 model 
year.  

The early models had a linkage system inside the front doors that 
was relatively unprotected.  A highly effective sheet-metal guard was 
added shortly after the vehicle was introduced, making the front door 
linkage difficult to attack.

When I discovered this change, I was a little curious because Nis-
san doesn’t usually spend a sizable amount of money on a revision 
without a very good reason.  I soon realized that the true reason for 
the guard was that the passenger side door lock was being removed 
on certain models.  This is a trend that we’ve been seeing in new 
vehicles since the mid-1990s.  In 1996, BMW began eliminating the 
passenger side door locks on their new vehicles.  Other European 
manufacturers such as Opel, Volkswagen and Audi began doing the 
same.  It wasn’t long until the US manufacturers joined in, and now 
the Asian manufacturers are also eliminating the passenger side 
door lock.

QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE:
VEHICLE: 2000 - 2001 Nissan Sentra
DIRECTION OF TURN: Driver side – Clockwise, Passenger side (if equipped) – Counter Clockwise
TOOL: TT-1027
LOCK SYSTEM: Nissan 10-cut
SECURITY SYSTEM: Optional Transponder
NON-TRANSPONDER KEY BLANK: Ilco X237, EZ DA34, Curtis DA-34
TRANSPONDER KEY BLANK: Dealer only at this time.
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The added shielding in the front doors of the Nissan Sentra protect 
not only the inside linkages, but also the latches on vehicles that 
do not have a lock on the passenger side.  At this time, the more 
expensive Sentra GXE models do not have a passenger side door 
lock, but the lower priced Sentra XE models do have a passenger 
side door lock.  Both models have the improved guards on the front 
doors, so the easiest way to unlock the vehicle is through the rear 
doors using the TT-1027.  (This tool is also used to unlock the 2001 
Hyundai Santa Fe, which was covered in this column in the April 
2001 issue.)

To unlock the new Sentra through the rear door, begin by using the 
point of a wooden wedge to gently pry the weatherstripping on the 
rear door free of the top edge of the door (photo four).  Freeing up 
the weatherstripping is optional, but it will make the job a lot easier.  
The weatherstripping at the top of the door is secured by a plastic 
clip located in a position that will interfere with the movement of the 
tool if the weatherstripping is not released.  Releasing the end of the 
weatherstripping will free up a lot of room and allow easy positioning 
of the tool.  It only takes a moment to pop the weatherstripping free, 
and once the job is complete, it will snap back into place easily.

The sales-pitch for this trend is that, as a styling statement, it gives the vehicle “European Flair.”  In addition, these 
vehicles are usually equipped with remote keyless entry, so the passenger side lock would rarely be used anyway.  
Some even believe that if there is no lock on the passenger side door, a thief will have a harder time trying to break 
into the vehicle through that door.  The real reason for leaving out the passenger side door lock, however, is that it 
saves the manufacturer a buck or two.

In reality, the absence of a lock often makes that door easier to attack – in some cases much easier.  If a vehicle is 
built with no lock on the passenger side, there are three ways to go about building the door.  Proper design would be 
to use a latch mechanism that is designed specifically for use without a lock, such as those used on the rear doors.

Another way would be to use the standard latch mechanism and add shielding to protect the unused bellcrank that 
would normally be attached to the lock.  The wrong way would be to simply remove the lock and leave the unused 
latch bellcrank unprotected so that it could be attacked with a slim-jim.  Unfortunately, the wrong way is also the 
cheapest way, so some manufacturers naturally choose that method.  Nissan would not likely make that choice.
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The inside lock control linkage is the upper of two horizontal linkage 
rods that are located very high in the door.  

Because only a small length of linkage rod is accessible, proper 
positioning of the tool is very important.  For this reason, the TT-1027 
tool has an index mark on the shaft of the tool.

Insert the tool into the door with the tip of the tool aimed toward the 
front of the vehicle, and lower the tool until the index mark is at least 
an inch below the top edge of the door.  Rotate the tool so that the 
tip is pointed toward the rear of the vehicle, and then pull up on the 
tool until the index mark is just visible above the edge of the door.  (If 
the weatherstripping has not been removed, the index mark will be 
at the top edge of the weatherstripping.)  
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At this point, the hooked end of the tool should be even with the 
inside lock control linkage.

Rotate the handle of the tool to the rear until you feel the tool contact 
the linkage; then hook the tool onto the linkage rod by feel.  Once 
the tool is hooked onto the rod, push down and rotate the handle of 
the tool to the rear.  The tool will move the linkage rod forward and 
unlock the door.

NOTE: If the tool rotates more than 45° without contacting the link-
age, it is not in the proper position.  Probing up and down with the 
tool should allow you to locate the linkage rod by feel.  Watch the 
inside lock control rocker for movement as you probe for the linkage.  
The Nissan Sentra can also be unlocked with the Jiffy-Jak Vehicle 
Entry System.


